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1. POLICY STATEMENT 
 
This policy sets out how the City of Marion provides for accessible and safe play environments 
that contribute to physical, mental, emotional and social development. 
 
 
2. CONTEXT 
 
Play is a fundamental and vital part of physical, mental, emotional and social development 
and a primary element through which life skills are learned. As a provider of public places 
dedicated to play, the City of Marion has an integral role in ensuring accessible and safe 
environments are provided to support developmental needs and community wellbeing. 
 
In this context the City of Marion owns and maintains approximately 100 playgrounds that 
include elements for a range of play experiences (including play equipment, nature play, 
informal sporting facilities, fitness equipment) and associated amenities (including seating, 
shelters, barbecues, fencing, toilets, pathways). 
 
This policy will be supported by operational systems and processes to ensure efficient delivery 
and long term sustainability of playground provision and management across the City. 
 
 
3. VISION 
 
The City of Marion will be recognised for its equitable and sustainable provision and 
management of accessible, diverse, creative, innovative, safe, high quality and fun 
playgrounds that contribute to developmental needs and are places that encourage 
community interaction, understanding and wellbeing. 
 
 
4. PRINCIPLES 
 
The following principles will guide the City of Marion’s planning, development and 
management of playgrounds: 
 
Accessible & Diverse 

• Playgrounds and associated facilities and amenities will cater for a range of abilities and 
needs  

• Playground designs will be unique, stimulating and fun to enable varying play 
environments within each community 

• Playgrounds will be provided within walking distance (approximately 500m), where 
possible, of every residence 

• The location and design complexity of playgrounds that are located in the open space 
network will be guided by the Open Space Hierarchy for the City of Marion 
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Creative, Innovative & Fun 

• Playgrounds will be designed to provide a high play value, incorporating: 
 

- Challenging and fun physical play 
- Stimulating cognitive play 
- Free and creative play 
- Opportunities for social and interactive play 
- Integrated associated facilities (such as seating, pathways, shelters) 

 

• Playgrounds will be designed to encourage child development through the four types of 
play, which are: 
 

- Individual or quiet play 
- Social play 
- Active play   
- Cognitive and creative play 

 
 
Safe & Sustainable 

• User safety will be a high priority in the location, design and management of playgrounds 
which is undertaken in line with the Australian Standards 

• Playgrounds will be designed with a focus on eliminating hazards, rather than risks, 
through design and management that is based on the knowledge that taking calculated 
and graduated risks at play is essential for good physical and mental development*  

 
 
Community Engagement 

• The community will have opportunities to comment on proposed playgrounds and their 
views will be considered. 

 
 
5. POLICY SCOPE 
 
The scope of this policy pertains to all publicly accessible playgrounds on land owned and 
under the care, control and management of the City of Marion.  
 
 
6. IMPLEMENTATION 
 
This Policy is a component of a Playground Framework comprising: 
 

1. Policy (including hierarchy) 
2. Service Levels 
3. Prioritised Works List 
4. Project Methodology (including Community Engagement Approach) 

 
The Playground Framework program will be supported by operational systems and processes 
to ensure the efficient delivery for capital, renewal and maintenance works.  
 
A Standardised Palette approach will be utilised to guide the design of local, neighbourhood 
and regional hierarchy playground design. 
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7. HIERARCHY 
 
The Playground hierarchy describes the level of playgrounds and types of facilities that may 
be exist within the playground.  

 
L o c a l  L e v e l  

Categories Description 
Purpose Local Level playgrounds primarily cater for people living and working within 

walking distance. These spaces are less developed with limited play equipment. 
They provide environmental value through urban heat mitigation, contributing to 
biodiversity, and improving air quality. 

User Catchment Distributed within approximately 500m walking distance to dwellings and work 
places. 

Types of facilities  May include: Minimal park furniture and amenities, Pathways for accessibility, 
Minimal formal play equipment and/or nature play design with limited irrigated 
grass, natural shade, water sensitive urban design landscaping. 

 
 
N e i g h b o u r h o o d  L e v e l  
Categories Description 
Purpose  Neighbourhood Level playgrounds will be of a higher quality with a diversity of 

character in good locations that cater for one or more suburbs. Due to the 
broader scale of facilities people can use these playgrounds for extended periods 
of time. They provide similar environmental value as Local Level playgrounds. 

User Catchment Distributed within approximately 750m distance to dwellings and work places. 
Serves surrounding suburbs and is generally within walking or cycling distance, 
but some may drive. 

Types of facilities  Sporting and recreation facilities for unstructured sport, park furniture and 
amenities, pathways for accessibility, diverse opportunities for play for a range of 
ages, shelter and natural shade with consideration of shade over playground 
equipment, water sensitive urban design landscaping, limited irrigated grass. 

 
 

R e g i o n a l  L e v e l  
Categories Description 
Purpose Regional Level playgrounds are large, high quality destinations that have broad 

appeal and attract visitors and local community members alike. They offer unique 
play and recreation opportunities and offer environmental benefits through the 
enhancement of natural landscapes. 

User catchment Distributed within approximately 1.5km distance to dwellings and work places. 
Large catchment serving residents citywide and regionally. These open spaces 
can be used for long periods of time. 

Types of facilities  Sporting and recreation facilities for unstructured sport, diverse opportunities for 

play for a range of ages, playgrounds that are unique and complex for a range of 

ages and abilities, park furniture and amenities including public toilets, Shade and 

shelter with consideration of shade over playground equipment, pathways for 

accessibility, water sensitive urban design landscaping, irrigated grass, public art, 

off-road car parking 
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D e s t i n a t i o n  L e v e l  
Categories Description 
Purpose A space that attracts city wide visitors and tourists. The space will offer a unique 

play and recreation opportunity that celebrates the City of Marion sense of place in 
addition to offering environmental benefits through the enhancement of natural 
landscapes. A Destination Playground will be aligned to a placemaking opportunity 
facilitating economic development, community capacity building and stewardship. 

User catchment Large catchment serving residents city wide and state wide tourists. A Destination 
playground will cater for a diversity of users from passive recreation, family picnics, 
community group gatherings to larger events. 

Types of facilities  A Destination Playground is likely to include play equipment of various forms 

inclusive of custom iconic play pieces, nature play, experiential features, toilets, 

car parking, lighting and amenities such as picnic tables and shelters, shade 

structures with consideration of shade over playground equipment, BBQ’s and 

public art. A destination play space would cater for all ages and abilities, providing 

amenities to enable long stays.  

 
 

8. DEFINITIONS 
 
Playground 
‘Playground’ refers to a space that can be utilised for the purposes of formal, informal, active 
and passive play as well as the provision of any associated facilities and amenities. 
 
Play Value 
‘Play Value’ is the extent to which a child’s physical, mental, emotional and social 
developmental needs are met through the provision of a ‘playground’.  
 
Nature Play 
‘Nature Play’ provides opportunities for unstructured, open ended and self-directed play, 
allowing for freedom to roam seeking adventure and exploration which inspires creativity and 
imagination inspired by nature. 
 
Open Space Hierarchy 
The hierarchy categorises open spaces from local to state levels to indicate user catchments, 
guide equitable distribution, and standards for the provision of facilities such as playgrounds, 
picnic amenities, pathways, public toilets. 
 
 
9. RELATED DOCUMENTS 
 
This policy links with the following current documents: 
 
South Australian Government 

 Local Government Act 1999 

 Development Act 1993 

 South Australian Planning Strategy 

 Development Regulations (e.g. fencing) 

 South Australian Public Health Act 2011 

 Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design, Attorney-General’s Department 
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City of Marion 

 Community Vision – Towards 2040 

 Business Plan 2016-2019 

 Open Space and Recreation Strategy  

 Walking and Cycling Strategy 

 Tree Management Policy & Framework 

 Irrigation Management Plan 

 Sports Facility Framework 

 Asset Management Policy & Plan 

 Risk Framework 

 Community Engagement Policy 
 
Other  

 Australian Standard for Playground Equipment 4685:2014 

 *Play Australia’s “Getting the Balance Right: Risk Management for Play” 2016 
 
 
 
 

Policy Name and version no. City of Marion Playground Policy - V1.1 

Last update  

Last Council review 
(report reference) 

 

Next review due  

Responsibility Team Leader, Open Space and Recreation  

 
 
 
 


